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Creative solutions
Managing friendships amid the pandemic
Alberto Silva
The Prospector
From learning new hobbies to
maintaining friendships remotely, the
coronavirus pandemic has disrupted
the way people interact. For Rhiannon
Trujillo, a UTEP junior majoring in
electrical engineering, forming and
keeping friendships during quarantine has
been the biggest adjustment.
“I got into a state of mind where
everything was my fault,” Trujillo said. “I
just kind of dealt with those thoughts for
weeks.”

In order to help students like
Trujillo adjust to the new form of social
interaction, experts share some advice
on how to manage friendships amid the
pandemic.
“In challenging times, social support
is a meaningful tool to reduce stress and
recognize, while each of us have our own
struggles during the pandemic, we are not
alone,” said Theodore Cooper, associate
professor for UTEP’s department of
psychology.
In order to build on this idea,
Jacqueline Lechuga, a social-cultural
psychology doctoral student at UTEP, said
it’s important for people to maintain some

Love in the time of Coronavirus:
How to keep relationships healthy
Alyson Rodriguez
The Prospector
As the coronavirus pandemic
continues to create levels of distress
across the world, its obstacles
have managed to trickle down to
personal levels, like the ones couples
waiting out the pandemic together
experience. However, experts believe
maintaining a healthy relationship
amid COVID-19 is possible.
According to UTEP’s Campus
Advocacy, Resources and Education
(CARE) center, the key to a healthy
relationship is sharing your feelings
and doing actions of trust, honesty,
accountability, and vulnerability.
“Another important aspect to
remember when forming these
healthy relationships is that self-love
is central to creating and maintaining
a healthy relationship,” said Jovana
Nieto, CARE’s outreach coordinator.
In a relationship, a person should
look for “red” and “green” flags. Red
flags include controlling behavior,

like a person’s partner trying to put
a wedge between them and their
loved ones. Other behaviors include,
pushing boundaries, disregarding
one’s objections, and not allowing a
person to be vulnerable or talk about
their feelings.
According to Nieto, this type of
relationship is confusing, and tension
filled.
“It feels like a rollercoaster ride
and you never know what they’re
going to do next or where you stand,”
Nieto said.
This can often create
stress that eventually leads to
miscommunication between the
partners. The need for closeness and
space is instead met with resentment
or punishment. According to Nieto,
being in an unhealthy relationship
causes physical, emotional,
financial, and psychological threats
to a person, with the most seen
symptoms being anxiety and
See Relationships page 3

“Getting out of an
abusive relationship
sounds like a simple
task, but it is not...
It is a process, not
an event, and there
is no right or wrong
way of doing it.”
-Jovana Nieto, CARE’s
outreach coordinator

aspects of their pre-pandemic routines.
“There are many aspects of daily life
that cannot be controlled by people. For
instance, there are many activities like
going to concerts, working at an office and
having a party, that are not allowed to take
place,” Lechuga sais. “Staying in contact
with others, however, is something that
people can control to an extent and that
can help in returning some normality to
people’s lives.”
Such routines can be mimicked online,
like hosting a virtual happy hour every
month or ordering food to be delivered
See Friendships page 3

Women sew memory bears
from COVID-19 victims’ clothing
Andrea Valdez-Rivas
The Prospector
Editor’s Note: Quotes from Karla
Muñoz and Eréndira Guerrero were
translated from Spanish to English.
Karla Muñoz, a 41-year-old
Ciudad Juárez entrepreneur, never
thought she’d be making teddy bears
for a living.
But the bears she makes aren’t just
regular, furry friends—they’re made
with the garments of people who
have passed away.
“People can’t just keep their loved
ones’ clothes stored in boxes,” Muñoz
said. “(The clothes) should be on
display.”
With this philosophy and the five
years of sewing experience Muñoz
had under her belt, she launched her
business Recuerdame Por Siempre in
November 2019.
The first bear Muñoz ever made
was with clothes that belonged to her
brother, who had passed away. Soon,
Muñoz’s friends began asking her to
transform loved one’s clothing into
items they could keep by their side.

In addition to the bears, Muñoz
makes pillows and blankets. Amid
the COVID-19 pandemic, and
to help people adjust to safety
guidelines, Muñoz also makes face
masks.
Muñoz said that while COVID-19
cases spiked in late 2020, so did her
business.
“And right now, I’m overflowing
with orders. Very, very overflowed.
I’m booked until March,” Muñoz
said.
Muñoz has made about 150 teddy
bears, pillows, and blankets from the
garments of people who have died
from COVID-19. However, Muñoz
said it’s not always easy to acquire the
fabric from her clients.
“There are people who only
have one of their family member’s
garments, so it’s very difficult to
detach from it (and) then give it
to me,” Muñoz said. “(My clients)
entrust me with the garments as if
they were their children.”
See Bears page 4
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I rediscovered myself during the pandemic

Exodis Ward
The Prospector
It shouldn’t have taken a pandemic
for me to return to my hobbies, but
it did. My first love has always been
reading because there is literally a
word for everything. Cadence is for
the rhythm they create. Mull is for
when they stick in your brain, long
after you’ve read them. Personally, I

love to analyze word choice because
the same word can mean different
things. Diction and connotation can
change a whole text if one decides to
dig deeper into its intended meaning.
Even synonyms have minute
differences when it comes to selfexpression. (Somewhere, some high
school English teacher is jumping
up and down in excitement. You’re
welcome.)
It’s a shame that I fell into the
humdrum beat of life. I have a
tendency to focus so much on
my future that I forget to enjoy
the moment. I’m not alone. Pew
Research Center did a study that
found that 60% of adults felt they
were sometimes too busy to enjoy
life, while 12% said they felt like this
all the time. Compound a pandemic
on top of that and it’s no wonder that
I was feeling burnt out.
The turmoil of 2020 left me
feeling a bit hollow and looking
for a distraction, so I picked up a

“The turmoil of 2020 left me
feeling a bit hollow and looking for a
distraction, so I picked up a book. It
turned out to be just what I needed.”
-Exodis Ward
book. It turned out to be just what
I needed. The American Heart
Association News released an article
on the benefits of pandemic hobbies,
and the number one benefit was
lowered stress. The second benefit
was improved mood and lowered
heart rates. I can agree with both of
those statements. Outside was still
a messy dumpster fire, but at least I
had the next few chapters of my book
to look forward to before bed. It’s the
little things that made the biggest

Confusing selfishness in the name of self-love

difference for me.
Lately, I’ve read some good books
that have reignited that inspirational
flame. I admit it: I’m a huge nerd,
but a good author pushesmakes
me to want to create. Once I’m
done creating, I want to do more.
According to AHAN, that’s the
result of being in a state of “flow.”
It’s similar to the high runners or
mountain climbers feel. (I don’t
think it’s that serious but science is
science.)

It’s a catchy feeling that’s led me
back to other things I love: painting
and dancing. I’ve even taken up
learning sign language. It’s made all
the difference. Things feel a lot less
bleak. In rediscovering my hobbies, I
feel bits of me returning. I’m Exodis;
the joyous, enthusiastic person I’ve
always been. It feels great.
It shouldn’t take a worldwide
tragedy for someone to realize that
they haven’t taken the time to take
care of themselves. We should be
able to make a living and still have
time for things we enjoy. Some can
make a living doing what they love,
but not everyone has that privilege.
What I’m saying is, if you haven’t
felt like yourself as of late, try doing
something for yourself just for you. I
know life is busy and there are things
that beg for your time, but if you can
invest a few minutes in yourself, do
it. I promise, it’ll be worth it.
Exodis Ward may be reached at prospector@utep.edu
@alexodislee on Twitter.

Comics

“Self-love is not a number of selfish acts
claimed to be done in the name of self care.”
-Anahy Diaz

Anahy Diaz
The Prospector
Most people might be too familiar
with the cliche and often-time
overused phrase of “before you assist
others, always put your oxygen mask
on first.” This by all means is not
overused on an airplane, but it most
definitely is when talking about selflove. However, the past 10 months
of living the trials of the COVID-19
pandemic have proven these words
to be true.
According to the Brain and
Behavior Research Foundation, selflove is a “state of appreciation for
oneself that grows from actions that
support our physical, psychological
and spiritual growth.”
The foundation also states that
self-love can mean something
different for each person because we
all have many different ways to take
care of ourselves. For some, selflove means having a high regard for

your own well-being and happiness,
taking care of your own needs and
not sacrificing your well-being to
please others or not settling for less
than you deserve.
I am a believer in all of the above,
as without self-love, we are incapable
of loving anyone else.
However, it seems as though
the modern western world has
begun creating its own definition
of self-love with the encouraged
idea of placing our personal
needs over those of others. This
definition has blurred the lines
between compassion for oneself and
selfishness.
In the midst of social media, this
distorted definition of self-love is
mirrored by putting people down to
feel superior. We are more concerned
with how we are perceived than
actually doing the work.
Self-love is not a number of selfish
acts claimed to be done in the name
of self-care.
Similar to what the Brain and
Behavior Research Foundation
defines it as, for me, self-love means
knowing ourselves to such an extent
that we accept who we are, including
our flaws. In this state of being, we
become more assertive rather than
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aggressive. We understand others
have flaws too and within that
understanding lies compassion.
During this time, maintaining a
healthy relationship with yourself
and others, sometimes means
distancing yourself for some time to
reflect. This love sets boundaries that
allow us to know when to say ‘yes’
and when to say ‘no’ based on our
internal values, rather than the desire
to make others feel bad or less than.
If you truly love yourself, you
recognize you are not above others.
You understand to put your oxygen
mask on first and extend the act of
kindness to the person next to you.
In closing off yourself to the rest
of the world, by using self-love as
an excuse, you are inadvertently
distancing yourself from the outside
world and your community. When
in reality, your relationship with
the external world is part of being
a healthy individual and is only a
reaffirmation of your self-love.
This year has tested our self-love
and the love for the community more
than most, but I think it was welltimed to reflect on what we value as a
society and how we express our love.
Anahy Diaz may be reached at prospector@utep.edu
@by_anahydiaz on Twitter.

Comic by Teddy Baylon
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Friendships from cover
to a friend when they’ve had a bad
day. The National Alliance on Mental
Illness (NAMI) recommends people
go on virtual tours of museums or
live stream concerts, as a form of
activity to increase engagement with
others.
“Becoming creative is key,”
Cooper said. “Virtual connectivity,
respectful use of social media,
and safe outdoor activities are just
a few options. In fact, in some
ways, building strong one-on-one
relationships is ideal when more
group oriented, social activities are
limited.”
According to UTEP Cannect's
“Making friends in online classes,”
connecting with classmates on
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and
other social media platforms will
allow people to get to know each
other in a much more personal
setting.
“Often people within these online
communities can develop virtual
friendships,” Lechuga said. “If a
person is looking for a new romantic
relationship, there are many online
dating applications that are taking
into account that meeting in person
is not safe, and thus are making their
applications more friendly to have
virtual encounters.”
However, Lechuga said it is also
important to understand when it is
healthier to stay disconnected from
certain relationships. Such is the
case for people that are not following
health recommendations or taking
precautions to stop the spread of
COVID-19.
“For example, there are people
that are having large gatherings
and posting this on their social
media accounts. For some people,
watching this behavior on an
Instagram or Facebook story can be
stress inducing,” Lechuga said. “It is
socially acceptable to decide to stop
following this person.”
Like any healthy relationships,
Lechuga said it’s important to keep a
balance between staying connected
with people that are bringing peace
and happiness to one’s life, but
staying disconnected with people
that are doing the opposite.
“The pandemic has been a
stressful experience for many,
and this stress can affect people’s
interactions with others,” Lechuga
said.. “Working on one’s mental,
spiritual, and physical heath can go a
long way to improve the relationships
we have with others.”
Alberto Silva may be reached at prospector@utep.edu
@albertosilva_f on Twitter.

UTEP alumnus named head of El Paso NAMI
Sven Kline
The Prospector
Isidro Torres’s commitment to
professional and personal growth
led him through his years at UTEP
as an organizational and corporate
communication student. Now, the
same level of commitment to helping
others grow, is leading him through
his new role as executive director of
El Paso’s National Alliance on Mental
Health (NAMI).
“I didn't ever expect to be
executive director, but I am so
honored and privileged,” Torres said.
During his time at UTEP, Torres
always had the interest to pursue a
career in public relations. He credits
his professors at the university as the
ones who guided him to gaining a
steppingstone into the field.
“I always wanted to do public
relations and work with spreading a
company or organizations message
and branding,” the 23-year-old said.
“I got connected with NAMI during
my time (at UTEP) and was able to
do a lot of projects around NAMI. I
am so grateful for my professors and
people I met at UTEP.”
As a UTEP undergraduate
working for NAMI, Torres began
helping the organization by

Relationships from cover
depression.
“Getting out of an abusive
relationship sounds like a simple
task, but it is not,” Nieto said. “It is a
process, not an event, and there is no
right or wrong way of doing it.”
It is important for a person to first
acknowledge the need to leave and
move on from the pattern of abuse.
A person is encouraged to seek
support from loved ones , create
and seek out a safety plan from the
campus advocacy department at
their university, speak to authorities,
and in emergency situations call the
local police department.
Aside from looking out for red
flags in a relationship, a person
should also look for green flags.
Green flags include empathy,
healthy hobbies, long-standing
relationships, positive values, selfsufficiency, and support.
Nieto said the key to creating a
healthy relationship is self-love, as
it is central to love yourself before
you can love someone else. It is
also important to allow others to be
themselves and to encourage their
self-exploration, discovery, worth,
and love.
“Practicing and choosing to
engage in healthy relationship
behavior is the first step to creating a
healthy relationship for yourself and
your partner,” Nieto said. “Knowing
what positive relationship behaviors
look like, can help students seek to
practice and expect positive dating
behaviors from themselves and their

Photo courtesy of El Paso’s National Alliance on Mental Health

Isidro Torres, 23, is an organizational and corporate communication UTEP
alumni, serving as NAMI’s executive director.
contributing to its website, managing
its social media platform and
arranging community events. But
for Torres, working for NAMI meant
something more than just another
job opportunity.
“NAMI's mission means a lot to
me,” said Torres, who previously
served the organization as director
of outreach and fundraising.
“I have family members with
diagnosed/undiagnosed mental
partner.”
While distance and space are
not often possible for couples
living together during times of
COVID-19, it is still important to
establish healthy boundaries during
quarantine. It is an important
demonstration of love and respect,
Nieto said.
“Creating a climate of consistency
in the relationship and making a safe
space to ask intimate and vulnerable
questions when times are hard is
very important during these times,”
Nieto said. “Partners need to be able
to give each other space and meet
the needs of one another with love,
respect, and communication.”
Nieto said it is also crucial for a
person to create a connection with all
their relationships amidst quarantine
and maintain them by staying
connected virtually.
“At CARE we believe that
everyone has a right to a happy and
healthy relationship,” Nieto said. “A
good way to cope with an unhealthy
relationship is by seeking support
from their campus community. There
are many people at UTEP ready to
help.”
According to Nieto, CARE
provides helpful resources such as
the “Relationships 101” presentation,
which a person can request by
emailing careoutreach@utep.
edu. CARE will also be hosting its
“Healthy Relationships Week” from
Feb. 15 -18. For more information,
visit utep.edu/care.
Alyson Rodriguez may be reached at prospctor@utep.edu
@alyson_rod1127 on Twitter.

health conditions, and I understand
the importance of education and
awareness in our community.”
NAMI’s mission to provide
advocacy, public awareness, support
and education to the community is
fulfilled through educational classes,
presentations, and support groups,
Torres said. Other community
events include NAMIWalks, NAMI
FaithNet Bridges of Hope, and
Ending the Silence for Families.

However, as director, Torres is
looking to work on dampening the
stress brought by the COVID-19
pandemic.
“I am focused on being able to
continue forward after the financial
impact of COVID-19 and working
with staff to prepare to support
those whose mental health has
been impacted by the pandemic,”
said Torres, as he expressed the
difficulties that surround nonprofit
organizations like NAMI. “We rely
on the support of donations and
grants and are so grateful for the
continued support we have had.”
According to Torres, this includes
the support of other El Paso
organizations such as the El Paso
Behavioral Health Consortium and
school districts.
“I look forward to strengthening
these relationships and building
new ones,” Torres said. “I want to
continue to bring awareness of
NAMI and what we do, we rely on
the support of our community and I
look forward to building a stronger
base.”
To learn more about NAMI’s
upcoming events, visit https://namiep.
org/
Sven Kline may be reached at prospector@utep.edu
@SvenKline on Twitter.

Services available
Campus Advocacy, Resources and Education (CARE)
915-747-7452
care@utep.edu
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS)
915-747-5302
After Hours Crisis Line
915-747-5302
caps@utep.edu
UTEP Student Health and Wellness Center
915-747-5624 (primary)
915-747-6545 (secondary)
UTEP Police Department
3118 Sun Bowl Drive
915-747-5611
Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution (OSCCR)
915-747-8694
Dean of Students
915-747-5648
studentconduct@utep.edu
Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS)
915-747-8712
cass@utep.edu
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UTEP community receives COVID-19 vaccine
Julian Herrera

The Prospector
UTEP began administering the
first doses of its 975 Pfizer vaccines
on Friday, Jan. 22 and Saturday,
Jan. 23, to high-risk students, staff
and those working in medical
environments.
UTEP President Heather Wilson
regarded the University’s program as
well-equipped and prepared, certain
that UTEP’s facilities are capable
of supplying all the help necessary
for the community’s recovery. A
multitude of students and staff have
expressed their satisfaction with the
efficiency and accessibility of UTEP’s
vaccination program.
For political science professor,
Todd Curry, protecting his family
and expediting the process to return
to the physical classroom was the
most important aspect of receiving
the vaccine.
“Give it to me as soon as possible,”
Curry said. “The most responsible
thing we can do for your education
and for your opportunities at UTEP
is to get the vaccine as soon as it’s
available to you.”
Considering the complications the
nation has faced with distributing the
vaccinations in an effective manner
and the size of UTEP’s student and
faculty population, Curry expected
a longer waiting period before
receiving his scheduling call. He
was pleasantly surprised to be listed
in one of the first slots to receive
the vaccination at UTEP’s new

Photo courtesy of Derek Hernandez

Derek Hernandez, a political science student, received his first dose of the
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine at the University Medical Center of El Paso, Jan 19.
Interdisciplinary Research Building.
“I spent twenty minutes inside:
five to get the shot, fifteen minutes
to wait, and I was done,” Curry said.
“It was pretty painless all around and
exceedingly well run.”
Curry stated he experienced no
noticeable side effects to the vaccine
and was impressed at how well
organized the operation was run,
a sentiment shared by numerous
faculty and students.
Cecilia Fierro, assistant clinical
professor of occupational therapy,
emphasized the importance of
having faith in the scientific process
surrounding the creation of the

vaccine and believes receiving it
communicates her certainty that it is
safe. Fierro expressed her confidence
in UTEP’s capacity to administer the
vaccine in an efficient manner.
“UTEP has done a remarkable
job, and the staff and students that
were there were so very welcoming,
customer friendly, and it made
the process that much easier to
participate in,” Fierro said.
During her visit, she was
surprised to be greeted by Wilson,
who stopped to talk with everyone
in line about their experience and
supply reassurance. Fierro said
Wilson’s presence displayed her true

commitment to the community and
the UTEP student body.
Fierro described feeling only
mild symptoms, like soreness in the
arm and a fleeting headache. She
reiterated the necessity of trusting
healthcare providers and medical
scientists performing their duties
for the well-being of the world and
was optimistic about the prospect
of overcoming the virus. For some,
hope is the driving force behind their
choice to get the vaccine.
A junior international business
major, Cosima Rangel, described her
eagerness to receive the vaccine as a
manifestation of hope, a step towards
breaking the constraints and stress
of the pandemic. Rangel believes
that while some individuals may still
feel hesitant about being vaccinated,
everyone shares in the responsibility
of slowing the spread and the result
is greater than the risk.
“I think the biggest issue people
are facing right now is nervousness
around receiving the vaccine… you
have to trust the process,” Rangel
said. “I want to emphasize by taking
the vaccine, that is doing your part in
ending this virus.”
She said that despite experiencing
mild soreness and headache, she
was not affected by any side effects
because of the vaccine. Rangel said
that regardless of the possibility of
suffering any other side effects from
a second dose, she felt privileged to
receive the vaccine so early, and the
pain is just “a drop in the bucket”

compared to the reward of putting an
end to the pandemic.
For senior political science major,
Derek Hernandez, receiving the
vaccine was critical to his safety as
an asthmatic. While he received his
vaccination at University Medical
Center, it was administered by a
UTEP student, and he described it as
a painless experience.
As a strong advocate for scientific
research and the dissemination of
accurate information to the public,
Hernandez believes that a communal
mindset is crucial to the success of
the vaccination program.
“This vaccine has been thoroughly
tested… not only here, but around
the world, and it wouldn’t have been
approved for emergency use if the
top scientists and experts didn’t
believe it was safe,” Hernandez said.
Hernandez proceeded to detail the
process of how the vaccine functions
within the body and its effectiveness
and urged people to perform their
own research on the functionality
of the vaccine to put their minds at
ease.
“This is not about me, this is not
about you, this is about all of us
together,” Hernandez said. “It’s only
when we come together and all of us
take the vaccine that we can defeat
this pandemic.”
Julian Herrera may be reached at prospector@utep.edu.

Activists organize El Paso caravan
to lobby Biden administration
Maria Salette Ontiveros
The Prospector
On Saturday, Jan. 23, the Border
Network for Human Rights (BNHR)
and members of the New Ellis Island
Policy Group led a more than 100
car caravan throughout El Paso, in
support of inclusive immigration
reform and humane border policies.
The caravan departure point was
at Memorial Park and culminated
with a socially distanced rally in
Armijo Park. There, local leaders
and advocates shared concrete
demands for President Joe Biden’s
administration, as outlined in a letter
sent to the president, House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, Congresswoman
Veronica Escobar and Senator Chuck
Schumer on Inauguration Day.
“Many people in immigrant
communities of color let out a
sigh of relief this Wednesday as we
finally said goodbye to the cruel,
xenophobic, and destructive Trump
presidency, and welcomed new
leadership that we hope will not only
undo the harm caused by the Trump
administration, but work to build a
nation that truly lives up to its values
of freedom and justice for all,” said
Fernando Garcia, executive director
of BNHR.
The letter held the following 9
points made by members of the
immigration advocacy group, where
they express the necessities of the
community.
The rally was conducted as a
bilingual event, starting with local
leaders speaking in Spanish and
finishing the event with English
speakers.
“We are asking for immigration
reform for all of the 11 million
of immigrants and that this new
president who entered the office,
keeps his promises,” said Epifania
Cortez, member of the BNHR.

On his first week in office, Biden
unveiled a set of immigration policy
reversals and sweeping legislative
proposals, including ending the
emergency declaration Former
President Donald Trump had used
to funnel money to build the U.S./
Mexico border wall.
“I am here because I am a
daughter of immigrants and I need
the migration reform for my mom,
so she can work here and be with me
and my brother,” said Waxi Acevedo,
17, a Las Cruces High School
student. “The past administration
affected me with a lot of racism,
they could not see me as a citizen
even though I was born here...I hope
this administration helps all of us
citizens, to stop racism.”
Raymundo Eli Rojas, a Chicano
studies professor at UTEP and
attorney for El Paso and Las Cruces,
was also present at the event and was
among those who read the letter to
the audience. Rojas also recommends
UTEP students get involved
with activist organizations at the
University fighting for immigration
reform.
“As a student, get active in the
student organizations, get active in
activism, because we need this for
immigrant families,” Rojas said.
Among the promises Biden made
during his campaign, was to end the
prosecution of parents for minor
immigration violations that led to
the separation of more than 5,000
migrant families.
To read a complete version of the
New Ellis Island Policy Group letter,
visit BNHR’s official site.
Maria Salette Ontiveros may be reached at prospector@utep.edu
@salette2098 on Twitter.

1. Champion the just and fair
integration of immigrant fami
lies and workers in our society
2. Repeal Trump’s racist and
xenophobic immigrant policies
3. Create a legalization pro
gram that provides a pathway
to citizenship
4. Demilitarize the U.S/
Mexico border
5. Implement accountability and
oversight of border institutions
and policies
6. End to the separation and
deportation of families
7. Decriminalize immigrant
families and refugees
8. Rebuild, improve, and
expand the asylum and refugee
systems
9. Reverse modifications to
the H-2A visa program and
other temporary foreign labor
programs

Graphic by Alberto Silva

Bears from cover
The entrepreneur assures her
clients the garments are treated with
the utmost respect. Since opening
her business, Muñoz said she’s never
disappointed someone with the
results.
“And when I deliver (my clients’)
teddy bears, they are fascinated, they
cry, they get emotional,” Muñoz said.
Like Muñoz, Juárez artisan
Eréndira Guerrero is dedicated to the
same craft.
Guerrero began her business,
Muñecas Late-lita, two and a half
years ago by making traditional
Mexican dolls and face masks.
Her business, especially her
hypoallergenic teddy bears, recently
gained international attention.
Because of this, Guerrero said
she’s been overloaded with orders,
but delivers each product within two
to three weeks. Each bear Guerrero
makes comes with a comforting
message, in English or Spanish, sewn
onto the bear’s front.
Guerrero said her delivery of the
teddy bears to people who have lost
a family member to COVID-19, does
not compare to orders she’s made
before the pandemic.
“Clients get emotional and

eventually their eyes flood with
tears,” Guerrero said. “They’re not
just looking at a teddy bear, they’re
looking at the memories they shared
with their loved ones and what they
meant to them.”
Since the beginning of the
pandemic in the borderland, she’s
made nearly 200 teddy bears in
relation to deaths brought by the
virus.
However, both Muñoz and
Guerrero, offer items for various
occasions that go beyond tragedies.
“My business is a seasonal one,”
Muñoz said. “Valentine’s Day is
coming up and for that I print
couples photographs on the bears.
After Valentine’s Day we have
Mother’s Day, then graduations, in
which I get lots of orders.”
To learn more about “Recuerdame
Por Siempre” visit its Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/
RecuerdamePorSiempre2019. To learn
more about Muñecas Late-lita visit
its Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/latelitamex
Andrea Valdez-Rivas may be reached at prospector@utep.edu
@AndreaVRNews on Twitter.
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Online Valentine’s events offer celebratory options
youth and families experiencing
homelessness. Standard tickets
cost $25, or viewers can go for
the $40 VIP ticket which includes
a restaurant discount card and a
Valentine’s Day kit with La Casa
Norte swag. This event takes place
Feb. 13. Register here.

Daniel Lopez
The Prospector
Valentine’s day is a popular
holiday for couples to do activities
or go out. Unfortunately, because
of the Covid-19 pandemic, options
are limited. Celebrating Valentine’s
doesn’t have to mean leaving the
house, couples can celebrate from
home using virtual events hosted by
Eventbrite.

Chocolate, Wine and Cheese

Cupid’s 12 roses of Valentine’s day
run challenge

This activity is aimed towards
couples but can be done individually.
This 13.1-mile run is ideal because
it can be completed anywhere.
Participants can take a couple of
laps around the park, run around
their neighborhood or the city. The
pricing is $50 per couple and $70 for
those outside of the U.S. Participants
receive a race packet that includes,
two Cupid’s finisher medals, two
race bib numbers, 12 rose pins and
a bonus 13.1 pin. There are optional
finisher shirts that can be added on.
This event is popular, as there are less
than 400 of the 2500 spots left.
The event begins on Feb. 1 and
can be completed anytime within the
month. Registration for the run can
be found here.

Illustration by Hugo Hinojosa

Aphrodisiac V-day cooking class

This activity presented by
Appetite4Seduction is a virtual
cooking class for couples. This live
session will teach participants how
to set a table and how to cook certain
foods such as asparagus hollandaise
sauce, chocolate lava cake, and
more. The course includes other
goodies like a playlist for the mood
and lists where to get the necessary
kitchen tools. The event doesn’t

include the actual ingredients or
alcohol, so keep that in mind when
signing up. Registration is $50and
allows participants the flexibility of
choosing between many different
dates in February. Register here.

Cuddle Birds Valentine painting

The Paul Nigra center for creative
arts presents Cuddle Birds Valentine’s
Day painting. Participants and
their romantic partners can learn to

paint two cuddle birds. This event is
held over Zoom and costs $25. The
painting sessions occur between Jan
28 and Feb 11. Register here.

Valentine's Day Comedy Jam

Those who enjoy a good laugh
might enjoy La Casa Norte’s
Valentine’s Day Comedy Jam. This
Zoom event features rising comedy
stars Ana Belaval and Eli Castro.
Proceeds from this event benefit

Formaggio Kitchen presents
Chocolates, Wine and Cheese. This
event is for foodies who would like
to spend their Valentine’s trying new
things. This Zoom event takes place
Feb. 14 and includes a bundle. The
bundle comes in two sizes: small and
large. Both includes four cheeses,
two chocolate pairings and crackers.
The wine bundle includes two wines,
and the Make Life Sweeter bundle
includes jam, cookies and more
chocolate. Tickets cost $15, which
is the flat rate to ensure everything
arrives in time for the event.
Wednesday Feb. 10 is the last day to
register for this course and can be
done here.
With a variety of holiday-themed
classes and events to pick from, there
is something for everyone to take
part in.
Daniel Lopez can may be reached at prospector@utep.edu

Faces of Covid honors lives Dinner Theatre broadcasts a free performance
Victoria Almaguer
The Prospector
When the second wave of
COVID-19 hit in October, El Paso
was deemed the “epicenter” of the
disease. There were nearly 1,500 daily
cases with the number increasing
every day. The fight to beat the
virus continued as the city forced
regulations and restrictions on
businesses and curfew hours were
implemented. It wasn’t uncommon
to see GoFundMe notifications
from El Pasoans seeking help to pay
hospital bills and expenses on social
media, freelance journalist Trisha
Easto noticed.
“I was freelancing for The
Guardian and I had come across
several GoFundMe. I was like, ‘I
wonder how many there are for
all parcels that are Covid related.’
So, I just searched El Paso in the
GoFundMe website,” Easto said. “It
was just page after page of people
looking for help because they either
lost their job or lost a family member
who was their sole provider.”

Wanting to help, Easto first
created a Twitter thread that went
viral. By sharing the stories of people
who have died from COVID-19,
people saw how this virus had greatly
affected the city. After seeing the
impact, it made, Easto decided to
move to Instagram and further share
these stories.
Some people were open to sharing
their stories, but Easto found a way
to also help those that didn’t want to
share as much.
“Some families don't want to
talk. They don't want personal
information or photos out there,”
Easto said. “This was an easy way
for me to put it out there without
them having to speak to someone
in the news and have their story
everywhere. It was just the link to
show the people that needed the
help.”
Currently, the Instagram
@facesofcovid has 888 followers
with 24 posts of people who have
passed. The account paints an image
of who these people were through
See Faces page 6

Photo courtesy of Faces of Covid

“Faces of Covid”, an Instagram account putting a face to the victims of COVID-19.

Sven Kline
The Prospector
UTEP Dinner Theatre will host
Broadway in Concert, its first free,
online performance.
The performance is set to
broadcast live Feb. 6 over Crowdcast.
Although the event will be free of
charge, attendees will still have to
register in advance in order to have
access to the online stream.
It has been almost a year since
UTEP’s Dinner Theatre was able to
perform to a live audience.
“Everyone is actually very excited
to perform and to work on a show
again,” Greg Taylor, founder of
UTEP’s Dinner Theatre said. “We
are following all the CDC guidelines
in regard to distancing, mask
wearing and sanitizing, but this is for
everyone involved [in] putting on the
show.”
Federal restrictions limit large
gatherings, so broadcasting live has
opened the door to bringing people
back to theatre once again.
“Right now, we are not permitted
any gatherings of more than 50
people. Considering most shows
have a cast, band, crew and food
service staff over that number, we
cannot have an audience at this
time,” Taylor said. “ We are hoping
we will be able to start up again in
some capacity in the fall semester if
things improve.”
Taylor also gave some insight
into what specifically the show will
be about and what music they’ll be
presenting.
“I am excited about the song
choices we have made, there are
the famous songs everyone knows
but a few more obscure ones mixed
in,” Taylor said. “This is a concert
featuring songs from Broadway
musicals, so there is not a storyline

Photograph courtesy of UTEP Dinner Theatre

and the concert is broken up into
four sections.”
The performance will feature
excerpts from popular classics
like “Chicago,” “The Lion King,”
and “Hamilton.” There will also be
some tracks from their upcoming
programs of “Titanic,” “The
Wedding Singer,” and “Head Over
Heels.”
Paying for a virtual show might
discourage guests from attending
events, but the dinner theatre staff
has thought carefully on how to
handle this.
“Other art companies have tried
charging for online performance and
sales but have not been spectacular.
The students have worked so hard
on this that we wanted to make sure

they had as large an audience as
possible. So, we made it free to make
it possible for many people to watch
it regardless of their ability to pay.”
Taylor said.
Taylor noted that there will be a
chance to make a donation to help
cover the cost of the program, as
well as students' scholarships for
delivering this performance later in
the semester.
Those interested in preregistering
for the program can find information
here.
Sven Kline may be contacted at prospector@utep.edu
@SvenKline on Twitter.
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Top five movies to watch this Valentine’s Day
Noelia Gonzalez
The Prospector
Valentine’s day is on its way,
and though celebrations will look
different this year, there are still safe
ways to celebrate. Whether spending
the day with your sweetheart at
home or on Zoom with friends like
myself, a Valentine’s Day movie is a
great option to share the holiday with
those you love the most.
Sit back,snuggle up and grab
some popcorn because here are five
Valentine’s Day movies you should
watch.

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies
(2016)
Watch it on Hulu

3/5 pick-axes
For those who’d enjoy a horror
or comedic adaptation of a Jane
Austen novel, Pride and Prejudice
and Zombies follows the original
concept of the story, but Elizabeth
Bennet and Mr. Darcy are highly
trained individuals who fight off the
zombies that threaten to take over
England. It’s a thriller with Lily James
as Elizabeth Bennet and Sam Riley
as Mr. Darcy. Despite his prejudiced
thoughts about her family, Mr. Darcy
finds himself falling in love with
Elizabeth who thinks he is above
her. Though the film is set in the
1800s, there’s a hint of feminism, as
Elizabeth stands up for herself and
refuses to be wed without being in
love with her suitor.
Although nothing compares to
the original novel, from all the movie
adaptations, this is the funniest. The
wittiness that James brings out and
the petty relationship that builds up

Faces from page 5

pictures picked by family members.
“The only reason I don't post a ton
right now is because I let the families
contact me. I'm not just taking their
story and posting their photo,” Easto
said.
Although the number of cases
continue to increase, the new vaccine
for the virus has brought hope to
many that the pandemic might end
soon. According to El Paso Matters,
the new year celebration brought
an increase of cases with 3366 new
COVID-19 cases.
“I worked in news the last year
and it was really hard sharing those
numbers every day. They also
became just a daily update and you
lose sight of the bigger picture of
what's going on and what all these
families are going through,” Easto
said. “That was why I started the
account, why I started the Twitter
thread, because in the five deaths
that were reported today, that is
someone's Grandpa, someone's
sister.”
Easto hopes these stories will not
only bring awareness to follow CDC
guidelines, but also that one day,
there won’t be a need for the account.
“I have no intention of turning it
into a major account or anything like
that,” Easto said. “I just wanted to
share these stories and hopefully one
day I don't have to. That is the goal.”

Photo courtesy of Credence Collections

Breakfast at Tiffany’s, starring Audrey Hepburn, adds its name to the list of films
to watch this Valentine’s Day
between Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy is
what keeps me engaged throughout
the whole movie. There are some
mixed reviews on Rotten Tomatoes,
but it’s worth giving the film a
chance.

Breakfast at Tiffany’s (1961)
Watch it on YouTube

4/5 pick-axes
If you’re a sucker for the nostalgic
feel of the 60’s, you know this movie
is a classic! Audrey Hepburn plays
Holly Golightly, an extrovert partier
who strives for a better life. She
unexpectedly falls for her neighbor,
Paul Varjak, played by George
Peppard, an aspiring writer. The plot
thickens when Holly’s past returns
and she must decide between her
new reality and her former self.

Breakfast at Tiffany’s is honestly
one of my favorite films. The elegance
of the characters’ style takes you
back in time, like a time capsule that
audience members can experience.
The costume design and the iconic
black dress that Hepburn wore, is all
there. The memorable song “Moon
River” was also originally written
and recorded for this film. It earned
them an Oscar for best music and
original song. .

The Half of It (2020)
Watch it on Netﬂix

4/5 pick-axes
Those into films about friendships
and self-discovery will enjoy this
coming-of-age film. The Half of
It has the perfect amount of inner
turmoil that pulls on heartstrings.

Leah Lewis plays Ellie Chu, an
introvert who helps jock Paul
Munsky, played by Daniel Diemer,
write a love letter to his crush, Aster
Flores, played by Alexxis Lemire. An
unlikely friendship forms between
Ellie and Daniel, as Ellie realizes
she also has a crush on Aster. Ellie
struggles with her feelings towards
Aster and the awkward love triangle.
This film delivers a love story that
finds a much deeper meaning in a
platonic relationship than a romantic
one. This movie is a must-watch,
especially to watch with friends. The
friendship that builds between Ellie
and Paul is so pure and the way the
story comes full circle in the end is
captivating. This film really captures
the essence of friendship which is
also an important thing to celebrate
during Valentine’s Day.

La La Land (2016)
Watch it on Hulu

5/5 pick-axes
With 6 Academy Awards, La La
Land takes viewers on a musical
love story engulfed in jazz. Emma
Stone and Ryan Gosling star as Mia
and Sebastian, an actress and jazz
musician pursuing their dreams.
Fate brings them together and they
must decide between furthering their
relationship or fully pursuing their
lifelong goals. This film not only
brings love and hope into perspective
but also touches on lessons that
life sends based on one’s choices.
La La Land is a truly remarkable
experience filled with choreographed
dancing and musical numbers. This
film will touch your heart.
This musical has a little bit of
everything: it is both cringy and

dramatic. The award-winning song
“City of Stars” and its many reprises
ollow Sebastian through his high and
low points of life during the movie.
The ending scene is spectacular and
filled with emotion, but I won’t spoil
it, you’ll have to watch it yourself.

Love, Simon (2018)
Watch it on Hulu

5/5 pick-axes
This film will make you laugh and
cry. It’s a rollercoaster of emotions.
Love, Simon is a coming-of-age
story with familiar faces Katherine
Langford and Miles Heizer from 13
Reasons Why. It follows Simon Spier,
played by Nick Robinson, as he keeps
a huge secret from his family and
friends: he's gay. When Simon’s secret
is threatened, he must face himself
and come to terms with his identity.
Simon finds love in an unexpected
place. This film will have you at the
edge of your seat trying to figure
out who the anonymous “Blue” is.
This film shows that love knows no
boundaries. It is also incredibly open
and relatable, and tells a story from
the LGBTQ+ community without
stereotypes.
If you want something easy going
and that flows naturally, watch this
movie on Valentine’s Day. After all,
love stories are what Valentine’s is
about!
Noelia Gonzalez may be reached at prospector@utep.edu
@OfﬁcialNoeliaG on Twitter

Upper Valley Farmers hosts Valentine’s at The Gardens
Isaiah Ramirez
The Prospector
The Upper Valley Artists and
Farmer’s Market brings love to
the Sun City Feb. 14 as it hosts
Valentine’s at The Gardens. The event
is expected to be filled with live
music and local vendors.
Those planning to attend are
encouraged to bring their valentine
for a special time of live music, local
shopping, food and drinks from over
100 vendors. The highlight of this
event is how locally based everything
is.
“One of the ways we built our
culture (is) we do not allow resale
such as other flea markets. The items
that are being sold are made by those
selling them. That’s what makes
us unique,” lead coordinator Beto
Hernandez said.
This is the first year the event
will be hosted at the Grace Gardens
Events Center, which is known for
its scenic views. Artists slated to
perform include Elia Esparza, Josh

“I think it is important to
highlight local, from business to
music and artists who represent
El Paso in a good way.”
-Beto Hernandez,
lead coordianator
Lucero, and Jessica Flores.
Esparza, an Americas High School
graduate, was featured on the 11th
season of the singing competition
show “The Voice” and was part of
Maroon 5 lead Adam Levine’s team.
She also auditioned for “American
Idol” in 2016.
Josh Lucero also auditioned for
“The Voice.” His musical style can be
described as a unique blend of Frank
Sinatra and Dean Martin. He will

be performing a musical tribute to
Sinatra at the event.
“I think it is important to
highlight local, from business to
music and artists who represent El
Paso in a good way,” Hernandez said.
“Since Valentine’s falls on a Sunday,
we wanted to do something special
for those who attend.”
The market went online in March
and reopened in June of 2020, when
people could be present physically,
but still respecting social distancing.
The market has been operating

since then and has been doing well
in sales. It has currently sold out of
local vendors for the Valentine’s day
event, according to Hernandez. For
some vendors, this is the main mode
of market.
COVID-19 guidelines and
practices will be enforced, with each
vendor required to wear masks and
wash their hands often. There will be
several hand washing stations placed
throughout the event for attendees.
Social distancing will be observed,
and masks are required to attend the
event.
“There will be space at the event
for people to walk around and we
will not have seating,” Hernandez
said. “Those who attend will
definitely feel a value to the event.”
The market is open every Sunday
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Local vendors
and information about future events
can be found at uppervalleymarket.
com
Isaiah Ramirez may be reached at prospector@utep.edu
@_IsaiahRamirez1 on Twitter.

To read more stories, visit
theprospectordaily.com

Vicky Almaguer may be contacted at prospector@utep.edu

Other platforms:
Instagram: @utep_prospector
Twitter: @UTEP_Prospector
Photo courtesy of Upper Valley Market
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UTEP Miners sweeps UTSA

Women’s basketball team extends this season’s five-game winning streak
Michael Cuviello
The Prospector
The UTEP Miners (10-5,7-3)
finished out its home and away series
against the University of Texas at
San Antonio (UTSA) Road Runners
(2-13,0-10) with a 67-51 Saturday
afternoon win following an 82-56
win Thursday, Jan. 28.
In game one of the matchup
played at the Don Haskins, the
Miners dominated the action as it
took control of the game following a
steal by junior Sabine Lipe that she
took the court's length to give UTEP
its first lead.
Two straight baskets followed this
score by sophomore Avery Crouse,
including a 3-pointer, which gave the
Miners a 7-point lead. Junior Destiny
Thurman continued the UTEP run
with seven straight points, including
two 3-pointers that finished the
Miners 11 point run to end the
first quarter leading 21-10. For the
quarter, the Miners clamped down
on defense, holding the Roadrunners
to 25% shooting.
UTSA continued to struggle in the
second quarter as the team could get
no closer than 9 points. After falling
behind 31-18 with 5:40 left in the
half, UTSA would not score again
for the next five minutes of the game.
During that stretch of the game, the
Miners forced three turnovers and
held the Roadrunners to six straight
missed shots. With 16 seconds left in
the half, the Roadrunners finally got
back on the scoreboard with a Karly
Larson 3-pointer to trail 39-21 in the
game.
For the third quarter, the Miners
would not let UTSA get any closer
than 13 points. Back-to-back
3-pointers from Thurman and Lipe
extended the Miner lead to 20 points
with two minutes left in the quarter.
Senior Michelle Pruitt closed out
Miner scoring in the quarter with a
jumper that gave UTEP a 58-37 lead
going into the game's final period.
Pruitt would dominate the first
three minutes of the final quarter
with 6 points and a steal that set

Courtesy of UTEP Athletics

UTEP senior center Michelle Pruitt drives to the paint against a UTSA defender
in a win over the Roadrunners, Jan. 28.
the tone for the Miners as the team
led by 25 points at this point of the
game. The Miners easily overcame
the Roadrunners 58% shooting in
the quarter, hitting 11 of 17 shots
from the field to close out the game
in an 82-56 rout.
"One of the things we talked about
before the game tipped off was that
we feel like we have the best bench in
Conference USA," head coach Kevin
Baker said. "I challenged them before
the game started and said let's go be
better than everybody else's bench. I
thought we did that today. I'm super
proud of them, and I know that we

can even play better than we did.
Shooting 56% for the game on 34
of 60 shooting, the Miners posted its
best shooting percentage and largest
margin of victory of the season. A
tremendous all-around effort buoyed
by 45 points from the bench sparked
the effort. The Miners dominated the
glass by a 13 rebound margin.
Leading the Miners in scoring was
Thurman with her fourth 14-point
effort of the season, including three
of five shooting from the 3-point
line. Sophomore point guard Katia
Gallegos finished with 12 points and
six rebounds. Pruitt hit all six of her

shots from the field, finishing with 12
points and led the team in rebounds
with seven in only 16 minutes of
play.
In the second game played in
San Antonio Saturday, both teams
would struggle to make shots in
the first quarter, with the Miners
shooting 28% and the Roadrunners
shooting 275 to start the game. The
Roadrunners would close out the
quarter with a 13-12 lead due to
Kyleigh McGuire grabbing a rebound
on her own miss and laying the ball
back up for the score.
With the score tied at 18 apiece
three minutes into the next period,
the Miners took a 6-point lead off
back-to-back threes from sophomore
Isis Lopes and junior Tia Bradshaw.
The Miners extended its lead to
8-points off a transition jumper
from Bradshaw. For the final three
minutes of the half, the Miners
would be plagued by turnovers as
the Roadrunners clawed back to only
trail by two at the half.
For the first two minutes of the
third quarter, the Miners clung to
a two-point lead. With six minutes
left in the quarter, the Miners had
carved out a slim 37-32. UTEP's Lipe
then proceeded to hit back-to-back
3-pointers to put the Miners up by
a double-digit lead culminating in
12 consecutive points for UTEP
with a minute remaining in the
quarter. A Thurman jumper just
before the buzzer would close out
the quarter for the Miners holding a
commanding 51-34 lead.
The final quarter started with
Thurman hitting an open 3-pointer
to extend the UTEP lead to 20
points. For the next three and half
minutes, the Miners would go on a
scoring drought missing two shots
from the arc as UTSA trimmed its
deficit to 8 points. For the second
time in the game, Lipe stepped up
with UTSA trying to rally and two
consecutive 3-pointers to extend the
Miner lead. The Roadrunners would
never get the lead under double
digits for the rest of the game as the

Miners went on to win 67-51.
Everyone has five that can play,
but when you have 12 that can
contribute, it's like a coach's dream,
Baker said. "I’m proud of that and
our coaches have worked hard
recruiting until we get to that point
where we have that kind of bench. To
see them get the payoff for their hard
work really makes us all feel good.”
For the first time, this season
Lipe led the team in scoring with 14
points, including four 3-pointers.
Lipe also added six rebounds, three
assists along with a steal and a block
for the night. Gallegos and Lopes
also finished in double figures
with 10 points apiece. Gallegos led
the team in assists with six to go
along with five rebounds. Pruitt
gave another strong effort leading
the team in minutes with 30 and
rebounds with eight.
"It was nice to have her (Lipe)
back; she's a good player for us,"
Baker said. "She wasn't herself for
four or five games, but tonight she
made great decisions; she hit open
shots. That's the type of player she is."
UTEP had another strong
shooting performance hitting 46%
from the field while limiting UTSA
to only 31%. For the second straight
game, UTEP was able to shoot 40%
from the arc. Before the UTSA series,
the Miners had been shooting 28%
for the season. The UTEP bench had
another strong game contributing 33
points and the Miners again won the
battle of the boards 40-36.
For the month of January, the
Miners finished 7-3 in conference
play and now sit in third place in the
incredibly competitive west division
in Conference-USA.
The Miners return home to
face the University of Alabama at
Birmingham Blazers (7-7, 2-6) for
a two-game series starting 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 5, at the Don Haskins
Center. Over the month of January,
the Blazers are 2-6 and are currently
on a four-game losing streak.
Michael Cuviello may be reached at prospector@utep.edu

Men’s basketball splits home and away series against UTSA
Daniel Lopez, Michael Cuviello
The Prospector
The UTEP Miners (8-8, 4-6)
returned home with a 69-51 win
Saturday night over the University
of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA)
Roadrunners (8-8,4-5) following a
86-79 road defeat Thursday.
In game one of the matchup, the
Miners were struggling on offense
as the Roadrunners seemed to make
incredible shot after unbelievable
shot all night. The Miners allowed
the Roadrunners to go on a 13-1
run that put the score at 20-11 at the
11:00 mark of the first half.
Junior guard Souley Boum
drained a 3-point shot to finally
end a five-minute scoring drought,
bringing down the Roadrunners
lead down to eight 24-15. However,
UTSA countered with an 8-0 run to
give them a 32-15 lead
Later, at the 5:00 mark, Senior

vBryson Williams got a layup and a
foul snapping the UTSA run, cutting
the Roadrunners lead down to 14.
Moments later, redshirt sophomore
Kristian Sjolund followed that with
a 3-point shot to close the deficit to
32-21.
UTEP continued its efforts to get
back into the game, getting within 7
points, but that did not last very long
as UTSA drained a 3-point shot to
give the Roadrunners a 41-31 lead.
Right before the end of the half,
the Miners responded five straight
points, culminating with a 3-pointer
from Boum that cut the lead with
a run of its own to bring UTEP
to within 5 points. Unfortunately,
UTSA was able to fend off the
Miners and close out the half with a
46-38 lead.
Opening the second half, UTEP
went on a 7-0 scoring run to pull
with one, 46-45. The Roadrunners
would respond with a short jumper

from Conference -USA’s (C-USA)
second-leading scorer Jhivvan
Jackson to take the lead back up to
three.
On the next two possessions, the
Miners would score and take a shortlived 1-point lead after a Williams
free throw. The Roadrunners would
once again respond, this time with
a 3-pointer that once again gave
UTSA the lead. Boum would tie
the game back up with a couple
of points from the charity stripe.
Williams followed up on the next
possession with a short jumper to
give the Miners the lead back 53-51
with 14 minutes remaining in the
game. That would be the last time
that the Miners would have a lead in
the game.
Jackson would once again make
a critical shot for the Roadrunners
with 11 minutes left in the game to
give UTSA the lead for good. By the
nine-minute mark, the Roadrunners

had built on its lead and were up 6256. Leading by six points with eight
and half minutes left in the game, the
Roadrunners went on an eight-point
run over the next two minutes of the
game, stretching its lead to 14 points.
Over the next three minutes,
the Miners would chip away at the
deficit and at the 3:42 minute mark
of the game, the Miners would pull
to within 8 points off a put back
by sophomore Tydus Verhoeven.
Williams would follow this with a
jumper cutting the UTSA lead to six
with three minutes remaining. UTSA
would answer with five straight
points, including a 3-pointer that
put UTSA up 79-68 with just over
a minute left in the game. Jackson
closed out the game with eight
straight points for the Roadrunners
to lead them to a 86-79 win.
“We didn’t do a good job stopping
[UTSA] in the first half,” UTEP Head
Coach Rodney Terry said. “In the

second half we took control of the
game and we were winning at one
point as well. But when it comes
down to it, we had a couple really
good looks, but Jackson and those
guys made some really big plays;
made some shots.”
The Roadrunners' in their victory,
had three guards combine for 65
points. Those players were Jackson
with 32 points, Keaton Wallace with
19 points and freshman Jordan IvyCurry with 14 points.
Boum led the team in scoring
with 24 points and Williams also
scored 24 points while grabbing
10 rebounds. Sophomore Keonte
Kennedy had a double-double with
12 points and 13 rebounds.
As a team, the Miners shot 40%
from the field while only hitting 26%
on 19 shots from the 3-point line.
Defensively, the Miners had little
See Men’s
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UTEP volleyball looks to take next step, amid defections

now.
Incarnate Word transfer junior
Carissa Mcgarrity also cited issues
with the current restrictions and has
left the school with a possibility of
returning once things become more
normalized. Senior Mallory Yost also
decided not to return to the team
after the fall after being third on the
team in kills last season
“Mental Health problems are
a real thing with the Coronavirus
epidemic going on,” Wallis said. "It
just makes it much harder to be a
student-athlete."
Depth overall has taken quite a
hit, especially in the middle with the
defections from the Miners. Wallis
talked about how depth impacts
overall talent and has a negative
impact on not having more players to
be able to practice with.
Taking over as the team leader
as its key player will be senior
Cheyenne Jones, who was chosen to
the preseason all-conference team.
Jones was tied for the lead in kills for
the Miners and finished second in
scoring for the team as she finished
second-team all-conference.

Junior Serena Patterson, who led
the team scoring with 307 points and
was tied with Jones in kills, will also
bring much-needed leadership and
athleticism to the Miners. Joining the
mix will be highly touted sophomore
Alianza Darley, who showed elite
talent flashes as a freshman. Over
four games this fall, Darley leads the
team in kills with over 3.5 per set,
almost twice any other team player.
“Darley could be a superstar for us
this year,” said Wallis.
Junior Kristen Fritsche is the
top returning setter for the team
who established herself as the
premier setup person for the team
throughout the fall with 112 assists
in four games. Joining her in at setter
will be Franklin High graduate and
sophomore Sophia Chacon, who has
been cited for her arduous work in
the offseason as one of the team's
most improved players.
“There is not a person on this
team that puts in more work than
Sophie,” Wallis said. "She has shown
that there is talent in the El Paso
region and if you put in the work, it
will pay off."

Sophomore middle blocker
Kenidy Howard will be taking on
a much more expanded role as a
starter with the loss of expected
starters to the team. Howard finished
third in blocks with 79 as a first-year
player and started 15 games. Jessica
Landeros, another El Paso area player
that got playing time as a freshman,
is also expected to contribute.
Junior transfer Paulina Perez Rojas
an outside hitter that did not get
much playing time at the University
of Central Florida due to injuries,
showed a lot of potential in the fall
and should challenge for significant
playing time.
One of the most talked-about
transfers in the offseason was
New Mexico Military junior Hula
Cristostomo after averaging over four
digs per game in the fall.
“Not only was she a first-team
(junior college)All-American as a
volleyball player, but she's a stud as
a leader. She is the type of person
and soldier that we need here in El
Paso to continue to help push our
program in the right direction."
Overall, the roster is really young,
with eight freshmen, including
one redshirt player. Three of the
freshmen are local high school
products, Coronado High's Abigail
Padilla, Parkland High's Shelby
Ballard and El Paso High's Alyssa
Sianez. Another player with local
ties, Mirina Sanchez, played at
Fabens as a junior before moving on
the Presidio High in the Rio Grande
region.
“We're really excited to get Marina
Sanchez on board,” Wallis said. "She
is an El Paso girl and came to a
little Miners volleyball camp several
years ago and so it's a really special
story for her to be able to come full
circle and now be committed to play
division I volleyball for the university
she grew up watching and cheering
for.
Ava Palm from Bakersfield,
California, was the only freshman to

would pull within 2 points on a
Wallace jumper off a fastbreak. Both
teams would trade baskets but the
Miners would go into the half with a
32-29 lead over UTSA.
To start the second half, Kennedy
knocked down a 3-point shot to
increase the Miner lead to 35-29.
Following that score, Williams hit
a jumper to UTEP’s lead 37-29.
A Bienemy shot in the paint then
increased the Miner lead to 7 points.
UTSA found their way back into
this game on a pair of jumpers from
Wallace that cut the Miner lead to
a point with 13:53 remaining in
the game. Responding on the next
possession, UTEP’s Bienemy hit an
open 3-pointer to take the Miners
back up by 4 points. UTSA’s Eric
Parrish then hit two straight field
goals in the paint to tie the score at
44 with 11:35 remaining in the game.
The Miners then would score the
next 5 points to take a 49-44 lead
with about 10 minutes left in the
contest. A clutch Williams 3-pointer
with 8:44 remaining put the Miners
back up by 7 points.
With eight minutes left in the
game, UTSA freshman sensation big
man Jacob Germany scored inside to
close the gap to five. That shot would
be the last field goal the Roadrunners
would make for the rest of the
game. The Miners defense took over
and shut down the shooting of the
Roadrunners keeping them scoreless
for the next five minutes as UTEP
scored 13 unanswered points. For
the final eight minutes, UTSA would
miss its last nine shots from the field
and score only four points, all from

the free-throw line as the Miners
went on to cruise to a 69-51 victory.
For the game, the Miners held
UTSA’s top scorer, Jackson, to 7
points on 3-10 shooting from the

field and no shots made from the
arc on five attempts. Jackson was
averaging 20.4 points a game coming
into the matchup.
"Everything was predicated on our

defense," Terry said. "We knew if we
could bottle that same defense, we
had in the second half (Thursday),
we could do the same thing here.
Our guys were focused in terms
of what we had to do defensively. I
thought they came out and really
played well together defensively.”
Leading the way for the Miners
was Boum with 20 points. Bienemy
and Kennedy both had doubledoubles for the Miners. Bienemy 16
points to go with 10 rebounds and
Kennedy had 10 points as well as
leading the team with 14 rebounds.
This game was the second in a row
for Kennedy to have double-digit
rebounds.
As a team, The Miners shot 44%
from the field on 25 of 46 shooting
and shot 3-of-12 from the 3-point
line. Defensively, they held UTSA
11% from the 3-point line and
27% from the field goal. UTEP
outrebounded the Roadrunners 45
27.
The Roadrunners' only bright spot
was winning the turnover battle with
eight compared to the Miners’ 17.
For the month of January, the
Miners went 4-6 and currently sit in
fifth place in the conference's west
division. The top four teams advance
to the conference tournament.
Up next for UTEP is the division
leader, the University of Alabama
at Birmingham (13-2, 6-1), for two
games starting 5:30 p.m. Friday, Feb
5 in Birmingham, Alabama.
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Coming off an eight-win
improvement, UTEP Volleyball
Coach Ben Wallis prepares the
Miners to compete for a second
straight Conference-USA(C-USA)
and a possible championship. In the
preseason conference predictions,
the Miners were chosen to finish
fourth in its division.
With first-year coach Wallis at the
helm, the Miners finished seventh in
the conference last season with a 13
15 record after the team previously
had the fewest victories in C-USA
with a 5-21 the prior year. Last
season ended with the Miners losing
in the first round to the conference
championship runner-up and 21st
nationally ranked Rice University.
With the COVID-19 pandemic
pushing volleyball to the spring,
UTEP still played some meaningful
games during the fall, including 3
games to 2 victory over last year's No.
3 team in C-USA North Texas. For
the fall, the Miners finished 2-2.
The fall's most significant losses
did not involve game results but
rather player defections due to
several factors, including the
pandemic. Freshman sensation Irbe
Lazda, who before the injury was
considered one of the best freshmen
in the conference, chose to transfer,
citing the inability to go home
because of COVID-19 restrictions
that hampered her whole college
volleyball experience.
Lazda suffered an injury after 10
games and was seen as one of UTEP's
foundational players and a key to its
success.
It's a hard loss. Talentwise, she
could have been one of the best
players I have ever coached at the
end of her career. But at the end
of the day, if you don't want to be
here and you cannot be committed
to being here due to the outside
influences, it is just a part of life right

Men’s basket from page 7
success as the Roadrunners shot an
impressive 50% from the field.
With the return home to the Don
Haskins Center for game two, the
Miners found their footing on the
defensive side as the team held the
Roadrunners to 29% shooting from
the field.
In the first half, the Miners
started off awfully slow on offense,
not scoring for almost the first
three minutes of the game as the
Roadrunners went on a 6-0 run
to start the half. In that span of
time, the Miners committed three
turnovers and missed its first three
shots. At the 17:02 mark of the first
half, Boum hit a short jumper in the
paint for the first points of the game
for the Miners.
After junior guard Jamal Bienemy
was fouled on a made jumper cutting
the score to 8-5, Boum would then
score on two straight possessions for
the Miners to pull the team within 1
point of the Roadrunners.
Junior guard Christian Agnew
converted on a free throw to tie the
score with UTSA at 12. With 13
minutes left in the first half, Bienemy
would sink a couple of free throws
to give the Miners its first lead of the
game 14-12. Both teams would trade
scores until UTSA’s Cedrick Alley
jr. sank a 3-pointer with 10 minutes
remaining in the half to tie the game
at 16.
Over the next five minutes of the
game, the Miners would increase its
lead to 8 points on a 10-2 run. At the
3:42 minute mark of the game, UTSA
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Junior outside hitter Serena Patterson goes up for a kill at the net against Sun
Belt opponent Texas State Sept. 12, 2020.

UTEP junior point guard Jamal Bienemy speeds past a USTA defender against
the Roadrunners in a 67-51 win, Jan. 30.

play significant minutes in the fall,
finishing fourth in kills with 23 and
making an impact with her hardnosed play.
After not being able to join the
team in the fall with all the added
restrictions and visa issues, Hande
Yetis has arrived from Turkey, where
she was a two-time national team
invitee.
“We've had to wait six months to
finally get (Yetis) here from Europe
and we're excited for her to land
in the Sun City,” Wallis said. "She's
been through a lot with the Turkish
border closures from the COVID-19
pandemic and we've been notified
by the NCAA that she's going to be
eligible to play immediately in the
Spring. She's not only going to help
with depth at the setting position for
us but she's going to compete right
away with our current starters for
playing time."
Savana Trahan from Tivy High
School was a three-time all-state
selection as a defender while
amassing 2166 career digs in her
distinguished career.
Overall, the Miners are a young
talented group that, even with player
defections, will challenge to be one of
the better teams in the conference. A
significant factor will be how fast the
players can adjust to new teammates
and other players taking over new
roles. Jones Patterson and Darley
all could challenge all-conference
honors and Fritsche's impact is
severely underrated as the team's de
facto point guard.
The Miner volleyball season
restarts against conference rival
Southern Miss noon Sunday Feb. 7 at
Memorial Gym in El Paso.
Michael Cuviello and Heriberto Perez may be reached at prospector@utep.edu
@heriperezlara on Twitter.

